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Linda McCarthy, Lykes Bros Inc.



1950



Post World War II
Large Agricultural Surpluses



Primary Products: Citrus



Primary Products: Cattle



Primary Products: Winter Vegetables



Citrus Production
50 % Fresh, 50 % Processed



Conditions: 78 % Electricity



Conditions: 38 % with Phones



Conditions: 25 % with Tractors



Conditions: 52% with 
No Horses or Mules



Conditions: 50% of Farms on 
Unimproved Dirt Roads



Conditions: Average Wage 
$5 - $6 Per Day



Conditions: Regulations Primary Focus 
on Food Safety 



1950 - 2000

ÅReduction in Number of Farms

ÅFarms Become Larger

ÅMore Products Shipped by Air, Less by Rail

ÅLarge Increase in Fertilizer Use

ÅMore Soil Conservation Measures 
Implemented



мфслΩǎΥ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Specialized Mechanical Harvestors



мфтлΩǎ
ÅGroups From Organic Farming Organizations

ÅBegin Development of Techniques for Genetic 
Engineering of Crops

ÅIn CFRPC Area - Still 20% of Farms Without 
Phones

ÅCitrus Production < 10% Fresh Market



мфулΩǎ

ÅBiotechnology Available for Improving Crop 
and Livestock

ÅFree Trade Agreements Begin

ÅLow Prices Leave Farms with Heavy Debts



мффлΩǎ

ÅInformation Technology and Precision 
Techniques Increasingly Used in Ag

ÅUse of Satellite Technology to Track and Plan 
Farming Practices

ÅBiotechnology Used to Develop 1st Weed and 
Insect Resistant Crops



Economy

ÅNumber of Recessions During This Period

Å1957-58

Å1981-82

Å1990-91

Å2001-02

Å2008- ??



Environmental

Å1962 Rachel Carson ςThe Silent Spring

Å1972 Federal Clean Water Act

Å1972 Florida Water Resources Act ςCreated 
WMDs and Permitting System

Å1987 ςFL SWIM Act

Å1990 Livestock Waste Major National Issue



2002

Å5 Counties w/in the CFRPC: Polk, 
Hardee, DeSoto, Highlands, Okeechobee

Å2,330,397 Acres in Agriculture

Å403 Acres Average Farm Size



Primary Products: Citrus


