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Challenges to Sustainability

üEnvironmental

üGrowth and Development Pressure

üInternational Markets and Trade Issues

üPests and Diseases

üExtreme Weather Events

üDemographic 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/



Challenges to Sustainability

Demographics

ü Intergenerational 

Transitions

¸ Multiple Heirs

¸ Lifestyle/Culture

¸ Estate Taxes
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FDACS Best Management 

Practices (BMP) Program

üAgricultural BMPs are practical, cost-effective 

actions that agricultural producers can take to 

reduce the amount of pesticides, fertilizers, 

animal waste, and other pollutants entering our 

water resources, and to increase water use 

efficiency.

üBMPs are designed to improve water quality and 

increase irrigation efficiency while maintaining or 

even enhancing agricultural production.



FDACS Best Management 

Practices (BMP) Program

BMP Characteristics

üVoluntary 

üScience Based 

üProvide Incentives

üImplemented in FDACS Rules

üVerification of Effectiveness by DEP

üAssurance of Implementation

üRevision Based on Monitoring



FDACS Best Management 

Practices (BMP) Program

BMP History

üForestry Best Management Practices �±
Developed in 1979

üMid 80s �±Nitrate Groundwater Violations at 

Ferneries in Volusia County

üLate 80s to early 90s �±Nitrate Groundwater 

Violations in Polk and Highlands Counties

üLate 90s �±Total Maximum Daily Loads (Federal 

Clean Water Act)


