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A Decade of StatisticsA Decade of Statistics
Total Farms 1997 Total Farms 1997 -- 20062006
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Number of Farms
Down 9% over 10 Years



Down from 45,000 to 41,000 FarmsDown from 45,000 to 41,000 Farms

Small Farms Hit HardestSmall Farms Hit Hardest

–– Down 16% Over the 10Down 16% Over the 10--Year PeriodYear Period

A Decade of StatisticsA Decade of Statistics
Total Farms 1997 Total Farms 1997 -- 20062006



Do the MathDo the Math……

A Decade of StatisticsA Decade of Statistics
Total Farms 1997 Total Farms 1997 -- 20062006

An Average of 164 Acres of Farmland 
Lost  EACH DAY since 1997.
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A Snapshot of Central Florida
Current Agriculture

A Snapshot of Central Florida
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De Soto
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Polk8,922 Farms 8,922 Farms (20% of State Total)(20% of State Total)

3.3M Acres   3.3M Acres   (32% of State Total)(32% of State Total)
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Polk665,000 Cattle 665,000 Cattle (39% of State Total)(39% of State Total)

352,739 Citrus 352,739 Citrus (57% of State Total)(57% of State Total)
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WhatWhat’’s It Worth ?s It Worth ?

$ 3.7 Billion $ 3.7 Billion (Direct & Indirect)(Direct & Indirect)

$ 1.4 Billion* Cash Receipts$ 1.4 Billion* Cash Receipts

$167 Million in Tax Revenue$167 Million in Tax Revenue

45,000+ Jobs 45,000+ Jobs 

* 23% of all the State’s Direct Agricultural Cash Receipts
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““The ThreatsThe Threats””
(A Short List)(A Short List)

Land ValuesLand Values

WaterWater

RegulationsRegulations

Pests & DiseasePests & Disease

Property TaxesProperty Taxes

LaborLabor

Cost of InputsCost of Inputs

Natural DisastersNatural Disasters





When Neighborhoods Go InWhen Neighborhoods Go In……

RoadsRoads

Waste TreatmentWaste Treatment

WaterWater

SchoolsSchools

Emergency ServicesEmergency Services

EnergyEnergy

Retail Support ServicesRetail Support Services



Modern Agriculture Modern Agriculture 

NeedsNeeds Infrastructure TooInfrastructure Too……

EnergyEnergy

Roads and MaintenanceRoads and Maintenance

Waste TreatmentWaste Treatment

WaterWater
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Maintaining the Economics,Maintaining the Economics,

Environment and LifestyleEnvironment and Lifestyle

Public policy must Public policy must 

endorse the value of endorse the value of 

Central Florida AgricultureCentral Florida Agriculture

by providing incentivesby providing incentives

to maintain the industry.to maintain the industry.
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