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Rural Broadband

The FCC project will change how healthcare is 

delivered in our surrounding counties

FCC Contract

ÅFunded $9.6 million of $11.2 million budget with 

a required 15% cash match

ÅGigabit fiber infrastructure

ÅConnect 9 rural communities
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Backhaul & Content
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Will Broadband Become 

a 

Utility?

ñNOò
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Floridaôs Top Economies

Struggle

ÅTourism

ÅAgriculture

ÅMining

ÅConstruction

ÅAerospace

ÅMilitary
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Healthcare

Can be a major growth industry 

but:

ñWe must transform to reformò

ÅOnly 20-25% of institutions & providers have 

EMR systems

ïOf those only 1-2% use them to their capability

ï90% of clinical data is exchanged via paper
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Some Help is Coming

Å The Office of the National Coordinator released funding guidance for 

nearly $1.2 billion in grants

Å $600 million for Regional Extension Center Grant opportunities to 

support 70 or more regional centers

Å 20 grants expected to be awarded in the first quarter of FY2010

Å Preliminary applications by September 8, 2009 with awards mid 

December

Å $564 million to support fund state-level health information exchange 

activities. 

Å Letters of Intent due September 11, 2009; applications due mid 

October, awards by the middle of December.
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Medicare and Medicaid HIT 

ÅIncentives of $30-40 billion, to be distributed 

between 2011 and 2016 to qualified health 

providers for adoption of certified electronic 

health record (EHR) technology.  

ÅUp to 44k per physician over 5 years

ï2015 1-3% reduction in Medicare fees as 

incentive to adopt

ÅLeverages RECôs to aid in acquisition, 

implementation & adoption of EHRôs
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Å$30-40B in HIT will 

ïCreate many clean jobs

ïCreate significant broadband demand

ïCreate demand for tele-health adding new 

revenue opportunities

ïOpen doors for new applications & services

But its not enough, the industry must 

invest in itself 
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Value of HIE & Interoperability

Providers Providers

Savings
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Annual Net ROI
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Difficult Issues



A Solution Controlled by Providers
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2003 Private Medical Network

Multiple layers of security and 

policies to insure security and 

protect privacy

1st Community in the Country
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ÅRMPI/RLS

Åe-RX

ÅDocument Management

ÅSecure Messaging

ÅReferrals
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