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What have been the 

traditional economic drivers 

of the Central Florida Region? 

• Tourism 

• Citrus/Agriculture

• Phosphate

• Construction



WHERE ARE WE TODAY 
AND
WHERE ARE WE GOING?

Selection of Target Industry Cluster Based On:
• Growth Potential
• Critical Mass
• Wage and Skill Levels
• Regional Interest
• High-Potential Niche Areas



Hardee County’s Top 10 Industry 
Clusters



Highlands County’s Top 10 Industry 
Clusters 



Polk County’s Targeted Industries

• Life Sciences & Medical Services

• Research & Engineering and Other High Tech

• Logistics & Supply Chain Management

• Agriculture & Agribusiness

• Business Services

• Financial Services
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The Sweet Spot…a 
truly interconnected 
but independent 
economy.  SRI’s 
innovation overlap.

Interconnected and Diversified Economy



Quest for 

Innovation

Emerging    

Technology




